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Since our last report the Standing Committee on Surveying (SCOS) has held their annual TxDOT Surveyors Conference at the Omni South Point, Austin with 105 TxDOT employees in attendance March 31 and April 1. TxDOT RPLS’s receive 8 hours credit with the TBPLS for their sixteen hour conference.  This year’s outstanding presentations were by: Nedra Foster on how NCEES assembles the SIT and P&P exams, plus another on “The Evolution of the Boundaries of Texas; John “Steve” Parrish a retired BLM Surveyor from Sparks, NV gave a presentation on the differences in a Metes and Bounds state and a Public Land State, including how they are the same, but yet different; Jay Tarwater presented some construction mistakes, some by surveyors and others by the contractor, he also in included a very good machine control by GPS video; another interesting video on how TxDOT responded to Hurricane Ike and it’s efforts in the clean-up after Ike.  There many more interesting topics covered that affected TxDOT’s surveyors.  

The most recent SCOS meeting was held on May 21, 2009 at the Camp Hubbard TxDOT campus. 
Those in attendance were Judy Skeen, Director of Technology Systems Division (TSD) and SCOS sponsor; Mark Eder and Jon Cox of the Dallas District; Randall Kircher, the SCOS chair for 2009-2010 from Corpus Christi District; Ivor Walker of the Houston District, Mark Caldwell of the Atlanta District; Mike Robbins of the Amarallio District; Jesse Cooper of the ROW Division, Marcy Saenz of the Design Division; Dean Wilkerson of TSD; and myself.   Absent were Steve Schmidt of TSD and Darryl Zercher of TSD who were in College Station working with Texas A&M Civil Engineering Surveying Workshop. 
Committee reports included Pre-Certification; Mike Robbins 18 RPLS’s have been certified since February. The Survey Manual and GPS Manual, Dean Wilkerson the latest revisions to both manuals should be ready for approval in August. The Survey Contract Templates, Ivor Walker no major changes is being used in most districts now. Survey Software Solutions has been on hold due to other duties of Dean Wilkerson and Darryl Zercher is being restarted to find a replacement for CASSIC, included will be Geo-Pac Survey, Eagle Point and Traverse PC. Revised Electronic Drafting Standard for the Right-of-Way Division is on hold... This lead into a lengthy discussion on use of Function Codes after a Code has been closed.
There was an interesting demonstration by Bentley and Certainty 3D on taking the point cloud of a Scan and a retrified photo of the Scan making processing the point cloud much faster.

On return to meeting Old business was taken up: Ivor Walker talked about the Houston District ROW Map check list and how some suggestions from the ROW Division are being included.

1) Next Meeting:  August 20, 2009 (8:30 am start time)
Respectfully submitted

John F. Pierce, TSPS liaison to TxDOT SCOS
