TEXAS SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL SURVEYORS

OFFICIAL REPORT FORMAT
DIVISION: Society Affairs    DIV #:  1        DIVISION OFFICER:  Alan McLain
COMMITTEE: Public Relations         CHAIRMAN REPORTING:  Chris Freeman

BOARD MEETING DATE: June 6, 2009
COMMITTEE ACTIVITY REPORT

The Committee has been active since the February Board Meeting.  While no actual meetings have occurred, there has been communication within the Committee.  The Committee has been busy with a variety of activities around the State, and there are probably many other efforts of merit that the Committee is not aware of.  Below are some activities worth noting:
· The Committee helped staff a Career Summit sponsored by the Richardson Chamber of Commerce.  Dallas Chapter No.5 members assisting included Tim Marcinko, Jason Jernigan, Raul Wong, Jr., Chris Freeman and MIDWEST A&E.  Over 400 high school students from Richardson ISD had access to the TSPS booth.
· Chapter 2 (North Central Texas), with the lead by Jamie Gillis, organized 3 separate month long Library displays in conjunction with Surveyors Week during March.  These displays are great avenues of exposing the profession to a large number of people in our communities.

· The Committee assisted Chapter 3 in organizing a Geocache Event at the 2009 Symposium in Waco.  Coinciding with Surveyors Week, the event included setting a special TSPS monument at the Texas Ranger Museum and Hall of Fame, as well as a cache that contained survey related trinkets for those who find the hidden cache.  Great volunteer effort by Charlie Redd, Jamie Gillis, Michael Evans, and Don King.
· The Committee assisted the Skills/USA Committee at the statewide competition in Corpus Christi on April 2-4.  Chris Freeman and Richard Ortiz helped James Redmon and Bill Coleman in judging and monitoring various events.  Several survey students from Texas A&M-CC also assisted.  In addition, the Committee was able to quickly find several firms to donate “goodie bag” items for the 21 competitors and 4 faculty advisors.  Besides items from TSPS, other participating firms included: Halff Associates, Bohannan Huston, RODS Surveying, Dallas Aerial Surveys, Geomatic Resources, WDS, AECOM, Univ. of Houston Dept. of Engineering Technology, Carlson Desktop Solutions, Young & Associates, Lina T. Ramey & Associates and the Texas Dept. of Transportation (Corpus Christi District).  Richard assisted the Committee by delivering the donated items to Corpus Christi from Dallas.  It is this Committee’s belief that this event be a priority event for TSPS.
· The Committee arranged for a RPLS to assist 3 Scouts from Troop 96 in Seagoville earn their Survey Merit Badge on 4/11.
· The Committee assisted with a Boy Scout event in the Houston area in April.

· The Committee sent a statewide solicitation to Area Reps and Chapter Presidents asking for input/ideas/suggestions for the creation of an informational FAQ type card/brochure that could be utilized by members.

· The Committee assisted in the solicitation of participants to both the @ 2009 Teachers Retreat and the 2009 High School Survey Camp.  Spread the word and you will be heard.  These are 2 great events that should be supported and advertised throughout the year.

· The Committee provided the Safety Committee Chairman with various sources of safety related information to assist in the updating of the current TSPS safety manual and related information.

· The Committee put together some preliminary information on web creation/assistance that might be utilized by Chapters or individual businesses.  Feedback was lacking.

· The Committee assisted in a Recognition Ceremony held 4/13 by the Duncanville ISD School Board, recognizing TSPS (state), Dallas Chapter No.5, and several Dallas firms and individuals for their strong support of the Duncanville H.S. Skills/USA Survey Program  and its students and faculty.  Bill Coleman and Chris Freeman represented TSPS at this televised ceremony.
· Bill Coleman provided assistance to the University of North Texas Construction Methods and Surveying class on April 14th.  Acting on a last minute request from the Instructor, Bill gave a 2 hour demonstration on the use of a variety of different survey instruments, and offered to assist the program in the future.  Bill repeated his presentation to another section of the class on April 16th.
· Chris Freeman attended the Duncanville High School Technical Advisory Committee meeting on April 21 to provide feedback on the school’s Skills/USA survey program.  He was also introduced to the Construction Engineering teacher, who wants to incorporate surveying into his program.  Chris invited him to attend the May Dallas Chapter meeting to introduce himself and explain his interest in surveying with his program.  This would be a good expansion for TSPS of exposure of surveying to more high school students, as well as a natural expansion of the presence already established at the school.
· Davey Edwards reported that he has been invited to serve on the Advisory Board for a proposed new Construction Tecchnology program being started in the Decatur ISD.

· Chris Freeman was invited to join the Advisory Board of a new magnet high school in Waxahachie ISD, and to bring the successes of the TSPS involvement with high school survey programs to this new opportunity.
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