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The Governmental Affairs Committee continues to represent TSPS at the Texas Legislature and maintains ongoing dialogue with other state agencies and professional associations, as necessary, to promote and protect the interests of the surveying profession in Texas.
At the time of this report preparation there remains 12 calendar days in the 81st Regular Session the Texas Legislature. Again we have seen a somewhat unusual session business-wise, as the session commenced with a very slow start, due to a change in leadership with a new Speaker of the House and a complete revamp of the House Committee chairs and membership, leading to a “mad rush” late in the session to accomplish committee hearings and actually pass legislation. The last day of this session is midnight on June 1, so this report will be supplemented with a final report to be given at our Board Meeting.
To date here is the recap of the TSPS Legislative agenda:

HB 1411 & SB 974 – relating to records of certain frivolous complaints maintained by the TBPLS – SB 974 was passed out of the Senate Business & Commerce committee w/o amendment, placed on the Local & Uncontested Calendar and then removed when the companion HB 1411 was received as engrossed from the House on the same day – subsequently HB 1411 was assigned to the Senate Business & Commerce committee, heard in public hearing, passed w/o amendments, signed by House & Senate and sent to the Governor for signature on 05/19/09
HB 1677 & SB 1320 – relating to notice by governmental entity regarding certain geospatial data products (GIS disclaimer) – meetings, after initial filing, with Texas Parks & Wildlife and comments received from Texas Municipal League resulted in some minor word changes – HB 1677 was substituted in House State Affairs committee, passed as substituted and died in Calendar Committee due to near end of session deadline dates – SB 1320 was passed out of the Senate, in it’s original form, on 04/23/09, sent to the House, referred to House State Affairs committee, substituted in committee hearing and reported favorably out of committee on 05/18/09 – we are working to get it thru the final House approval process and back thru final Senate approval before end of session
HB 3114 – relating to continuing professional education requirements for land surveyors – HB 3114 was passed out of House Licensing & Administrative Procedures committee w/o amendments, sent to the Senate and assigned to Senate Business & Commerce committee, heard in public hearing on 05/19/09 – this bill was contested by a surveyor from the Houston area, with signature support from 7 other surveyors, on the grounds that TSPS promoted this bill for the sole purpose of making more money – this resulted in a fairly contentious public hearing and was left pending in committee for possible additional consideration on 05/21/09 – final results to be reported at our Board meeting
Other issues:
Many thanks to all of our members that took the time to participate in our Legislative Alert Program both early and late in the session to help fight off efforts by Representative Laubenberg to “gut” the Professional Services Procurement Act and do away with QBS for governmental contracts in HB 1105 and subsequent floor amendments to HB 300 and HB 2820.
Many thanks to all of our members that took the time to send information on other bills and matters of interest that they discovered and thought we should be aware of or investigating.

Subdivision Monumentation – TSPS was asked, after the start of the Legislative Session, to assist the Greater Houston Builders Association in drafting legislation that would allow delayed or staged monumentation of subdivisions relative to construction activities and plat recordation – wording was drafted and submitted to GHBA – subsequent to GHBA getting Representative Callegari to file HB 4472 and HB 4473, TSPS discovered that GHBA had significantly modified the TSPS language in a manner that was detrimental to the surveyors – TSPS met with Representative Callegari’s staff and expressed our concerns over the modifications and our inability to support the filed bills – TSPS was told that GHBA would be instructed to get back with us and work it out – when nothing occurred over the next 10 days an additional notification to Representative Callegari’s staff resulted in a request from GHBA for a conference call to resolve the modifications – the conference call took place, adequate revisions resulted, a Committee Substitute Bill was drafted and submitted to Representative Callegari and GHBA was informed it was too late in the session to move forward and the original bills died in committee.
Sales Tax – prior to the start of the session TSPS representatives met with the Tax Policy Division of the State Comptrollers Office and continued our discussions relative to taxable surveying services – we believe that a milestone was reached in the joint decision to approach the issue from the perspective of not what kind of survey is taxable but what survey activities are taxable under the current tax code – we feel the end result will be a more manageable process on both sides of what is taxable surveys.
I cannot close this report without stating that while I get to be the “face” in front of TSPS in presenting our Governmental Affairs activities, the majority of the actual daily workings of the process are being done “behind the scenes” by our Legislative Counsel, Mark Hanna.

Respectfully Submitted

Patrick A. Smith, RPLS

