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CHAPTER MEETINGS & PROGRAMS
February Chapter Meeting held 2/10
 ---Barton Burnett, SkillsUSA, Faculty Advisor at Duncanville High School, was the Guest Speaker, providing updates on the survey program activities.  Chapter 5 donated $750 to the program, with a matching amount from TSPS (state) to help fund competition travel costs and incidental items. 45 attendees.
March Chapter Meeting held 3/10

---Nedra Foster, RPLS, LSLS, Chair of the TBPLS travelled up to address the 50+ attendees and give an excellent program on the licensing exam process.  Accompanying Ms. Foster was Darrell Shine.                                                                           

April Chapter Meeting held 4/14
---Scott Stockburger, P.E. presented a program on Subsurface Utility Engineering and how surveyors are an integral part of the process.  45 attendees.

May Chapter Meeting held 5/12
---Jack Avis, RPLS, travelled from Austin to share with the 45 attendees how they can enhance their everyday business practice by easily utilizing GIS in a variety of ways.  A very well received program and topic.  Skills/USA District 6 Director Barton Burnett presented Richard Ortiz a Recognition Award for his many contributions to the Duncanville High School survey program.  SurPac donations of $68 collected. 

Future 2009 Meeting Schedule and Program Speaker & Special Events

   ---June 9: Glenn Breysacher & Wayne Terry, “Vacancy in Garland?”

   ---July 14: Davey Edwards, “Research Resources at the General Land Office”
   ---August 11: Garland Police Chief Mitch Bates, “Forensic Surveying”

   ---September ?: Joint Meeting with Chapter 2, Install New Officers
   ---October 23-24: Annual Convention in Austin

   ---November 10: Leon Curtis, P.E., RPLS: Flood Elevation Certificates
SPECIAL EVENTS
The 10th Annual Tim Mireur Memorial Golf Tournament was held on April 25th at The Old Brickyard Golf Course in Ferris, with 84 golfers competing for trophies, prizes, and braggin’ rights.  No doubt a few liars participated, as no one offered to sign and seal their score cards.  Sean Flaherty once again organized a great event that helped raise $2,080.00 for the Chapter 5 scholarship fund.  Great participation from the Chapter’s “Super Sponsors”.
PUBLIC RELATIONS
--- Chapter 5 was approached to provide a Boy Scout Survey Merit Badge program to a local Troop.  Chris Freeman attended a Scout meeting in March and showed the film “Surveying Texas Style”  to the interested Scouts.  He returned on April 11th  to conduct the Merit Badge exercise for 3 Scouts.
--- Chapter 5 participated in a Career Summit hosted by the Richardson Chamber of Commerce for the Richardson ISD.  Chapter members participating in the event, attended by 400 middle and high school students, included Jason Jernigan, Raul Wong, Jr., Tim Marcinko, Brett Hayes, Don Levy, and Chris Freeman.  Survey material was available, along with equipment demonstrations that are always popular with students.
---Chapter 5 members and vendors donated items to provide to the 7 competing SkillsUSA high school survey teams at the statewide competition in Corpus Christi, held April 2-4.  Donating items for the “goodie bags” were Geomatic Resources, Midwest A&E, Western Data Systrems, Lina T. Ramey & Associates, Bohannan Huston, Inc., Dallas Aerial Surveys, Lone Star Record & Abstract Services, and Halff Associates.  This was an excellent response on very short notice.  In addition, Chris Freeman and Richard Ortiz travelled to Corpus Christi to assist the SkillsUSA Committee in judging and monitoring the survey related competitions. 

--- Chris Freeman was invited to speak to the 28 students of the Introduction to Construction class at North Lake College (Dallas County Community College District) about land surveying in general, and surveying educational and career opportunities that are available.
---Bill Coleman and Chris Freeman accepted an invitation from the Duncanville ISD School Board to appear and be recognized for TSPS support and interaction with the Duncanville High School Skills/USA Survey Program.  It was a wonderful opportunity to relay to the Board that the local Surveyors and state association are serious about their growing relationship with the program and its students.

---Trig*Star info was mailed to all high schools in the Chapter area.  Packets were forwarded to responding requestors.  Winning students and their teachers will be invited for their awards and recognition to an upcoming Chapter meeting.

EDUCATION
---Chapter 5 continues its support and promotion of the local RPLS and SIT study groups led by Director Jason Jernigan.  The most recent round met on numerous Saturday mornings during March and April to prepare RPLS and SIT candidates for the April exams with an average attendance of 8-12 students.  The group will reconvene in late August to prepare for the October examination.  As always, information about the groups can be found on the following two Yahoo groups:  
 SIT Study Group:  http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/land_surv/  
 RPLS Study Group: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rpls_study_group/.
---Several college credit survey courses are being offered for the Spring 2009 semester at North Lake College of the Dallas County Community College District.  Instructors for the courses include Chapter 5 members Colin Henry, John Pierce, Nijaz Karacic, and Chris Freeman, as well as Chapter 2 member Bill Coleman. Additional courses will be available for the Fall semester.
---Chris Freeman attended the Technical Advisory Committee meeting at Duncanville High School on 4/21.  He later participated in an evaluation of the Survey program at the school.

---Chris Freeman has been contacted and invited to be a member of the Technical Advisory Committee for a new magnet high school in Waxahachie ISD.  As part of the Engineering program, Chris will give input on the highly successful Duncanville High School program, and make local professionals available to assist with this new program.
---John Pierce continues to offer CST exam prep classes prior to the monthly Chapter 5 dinner meetings.  Attendance varies from 4-10 attendees.The next scheduled CST exam is scheduled for May 9.  A CST exam was held May 9th, proctored by John Pierce.  Two of the 3 examinees were high school students in local Skills/USA survey programs supported by Chapter 5 and Chapter 2.  One of the students scored an 83.
---Chapter 5 ExCom approved the idea of the Chapter providing the textbook and a calculator to students enrolled in the North Lake College survey courses who are employed by members of either TSPS Chapter 2 or Chapter 5.  Additionally, scholarship applications for the courses will be available to Chapter members.
