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Regular Membership Meetings:

Chapter 13 has had three regular meetings during this quarter, each held on the third Thursday of every month.  

February 19, 2008 – Travis County GIS Specialist, Gayla Dembkowski was February's speaker.  The meeting was held at Artz Rib House and there were approximately 35 members and guests who enjoyed the informative speech Ms. Dembkowski presented.  Ms. Dembkowski is Travis County's GIS Specialist but is especially known for the records and maps of Travis County-controlled roads.  She is in charge of all of the records and maps of Travis County Roads dating back to the 1800s.  These data provide a wealth of information as regards to reconstruction right-of-ways where no other deed information exists.  Ms. Dembkowski brought numerous maps and handouts for attendees to peruse and outlined the procedure for obtaining copies of the maps when calling her office.  Chapter 13 raised $125 at the meeting of which all proceeds go to SURPAC.

March 19, 2008 –Travis County Floodplain Manager, Stacey Scheffel was March's speaker.  The meeting was held at Artz Rib House and there were approximately 35 members and guests who enjoyed the informative speech Ms. Scheffel presented.  Ms Scheffel presented a speech Floodplain Management and outlined Travis County's requirements and the role her office plays for subdivision platting.  Ms. Scheffel also discussed what one should do under certain circumstances as regards to floodplains and plats.  Ms. Scheffel provided her interpretation of the the Jefferson County floodplain-related elevation certificates and how they affected the surveyors involved.  Chapter 13 raised $75 at the meeting of which all proceeds go to SURPAC.

April 16, 2009 – April is the Chapter 13 Annual Picnic and it was held Thursday April 16th at the Zilker Rock Garden Picnic Area with ±70 members and guests in attendance.  All in attendance enjoyed food, fun, and fellowship.  Several corporate sponsors held games including tug-of-war; the 2nd Annual Instrument Toss; chain throwing; and angle, distance, and height guessing with gift cards going to the winners of each category. George Sanders won the chain-throwing contest again coming in at 49 seconds and is the reigning champion for four years in a row.

Executive Committee Meetings

Chapter 13 has had Executive Committee (ExComm) meetings on the first Wednesday of each month.

Old Business – We are still working out the logistics of providing books for Austin Community College students that are working toward an associate's degree in Land Surveying/Geomatics.  We have formulated a plan that would involve a "gift card"-type voucher and are currently working out the details/particulars for this to become a reality.

February 4, 2009 – The February meeting was held at Opal Divine's in South Austin with seven Executive Committee members present.  The surveying display that we have been coordinating with Round Rock Independent School District (RRISD) and Westbank Library was assigned to two directors to take the lead.  This will involve coordinating with Round Rock Independent School District and with the Westbank Library and creating a "portable" surveying display.  Lunch speakers were discussed with several ideas kicked around and assignments made to Executive Committee members to contact potential speakers.  The Executive Committee discussed the prospects of holding a tree identification seminar. No exact date was finalized and Directors were assigned to contact potential instructors for the event.  We discussed the request from Anne Glasgow regarding the Chapter taking on the cooking for the Ray Wisdom Auction.  We discussed the need for having an ethics committee and decided to table the discussion until after the 2009 TSPS First Quarterly Board Meeting. We read and discussed the Financial Audit submitted by Bill O'Hara.  We then discussed TrigStar with Second Year Director Miguel Escobar taking lead on contacting Math teachers in each school district within the Chapter.  We discussed possible events for National Surveyors Week and decided to contact several local radio stations about running Public Service Announcements.

March 5, 2009 – The March meeting was held at Doc’s Backyard with six Executive Committee members present.  A report on the progress made on the surveying display in the Round Rock Independent School District (RRISD), specifically Pflugerville High School was presented.  The lack of response of our contact at RRISD was also presented/discussed.  A report was given on the progress of setting up the Public Service Announcement for the upcoming National Surveyor’s Seek.  A report was given on finding a guest speaker for June's meeting and it was decided that we would contact Fred Crawford to be our guest speaker.  A report on the proposed tree seminar including the date, time, and who the instructors might be was given.  The Secretary/Treasurer reported on the funds received from Chapter Newsletter advertisements and the outstanding invoices on advertisements.  A report on alternative eating venues for monthly membership meetings was discussed with several ideas tossed out on the table.  They were dismissed due to their lack of accommodations.  We then discussed the Annual Chapter Picnic and the previous years' game sponsors.  A list of Potentials game sponsors was created.  Executive Committee members were each asked to contact sponsors and get commitments for attending and providing games for Chapter members. 

April 1, 2009 – The April meeting was held at Doc’s Backyard with six Executive Committee members present.  The matter of providing books to Austin Community College surveying students remained tabled pending further committee review.  The "portable" surveying display continued to be explored/created but the committee chair was absent and the item was tabled until the next meeting.  We discussed upcoming lunch speakers and David McDow reported that Davey Edwards was lined up to speak at the May luncheon.  Discussion was commenced regarding a CST course to be held sometime in May or June.  James Redmon, who has recently completed the course under the Course Development Workshop, was not at the meeting so we tabled the discussion until James was present.  We discussed the upcoming Annual Picnic and the need for everyone to help out in preparation for the event.  We then discussed the replacement of Second-year Director, Jim Boswell, who is moving out of the Austin area.  His director position will need to be filled by the Executive Committee at the May Executive Committee meeting.  It was suggested that each Executive Committee member come prepared with a list of potential candidates for the May meeting so that we could discuss the merits of each candidate and appoint a new Second-year Director.  The last item discussed was the idea of everyone creating a bullet point list of responsibilities for their current position within the Executive Committee.  This will make newly elected and/or existing executive committee members more aware of the duties and responsibilities of their position.

Respectfully Submitted,

David A. McDow
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