TSPS Chapter No. 2 (Fort Worth Chapter) First Quarterly Report 2009

January 19, 2009: Johnny Carinos, Fort Worth 

Executive Meeting 5:30-6:15 -Susan Stewart (President), Theron Sims (First Vice President), Sharon Coleman (Sec.-Treas), John Nall (Director & Education Committee), Tommy Edwards (Director) and Jimmy Davies (Director) were present. 

Topic: Programs 

Member Meeting 6:30

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 P.M.  

· Program Committee – Theron Sims

· Nothing to report

· Public Relations Committee – Stuart Smith

· Nothing to report

· Membership Committee – Jamie Gillis

· S.I.T. (John Terry), New Member (Chris Abbott), and Newly Registered RPLS (Oliver Pollard) were recognized. John Nall proposed a motion to approve new members, seconded by Bill Coleman.  Motion Passed.

· Education Committee – John Nall

· Nothing to report

· Trig Star – Frank Shelton is getting the word out to local schools.  

· SkillsUSA – Bill Coleman made us aware that the Survey Competition needs volunteers for the Mansfield and Birdville Teams.  He announced the District 4 Contest will be at T.S.T.C. Waco on February 27, 2009.  Also, that help was needed to set up a Traverse Course, donations for students (travel expenses) and help to organize a Technical Advisory Committee to set the contest rules and to get the students ready for the State Competition in Corpus Christi.

· Governmental Affairs – Mickey Nowell Absent, Davey Edwards stood in for

· Davey invited all members to get involved with the upcoming Board meeting in Austin. He asked for volunteers to sit in on committees and report back to the chapter.  Davey reminded everyone this is a legislative year.  Bill Coleman added that if anyone was interested in receiving the Legislative Alert Comments, to let Anne Glasgow know so she can put you on an e-mail list.

· NSPS – Gerry Curtis

· Bill Coleman and Gerry Curtis invited everyone to the ACSM Conference in Salt Lake City in February and in Early 2010 join FIG in Australia.  More information will be coming, but get your passport now.

· Plats – Jimmy Davies

· Nothing to report

· New Business

Theron Sims spoke about needing Boy Scout Merit Badge Advisors to help with the Surveying Badge.  An application will have to be submitted to the Longhorn Council for a background check.  

Davey Edwards spoke about promoting the Short Course in this area.  He had several ideas –maybe have vendors, have in conjunction with Chapter 5, need to find a venue and time, not to conflict with any other TSPS educational event. 

Chris Freeman (Chpt. 5) extended an invitation to the February Board meeting.  He also spoke about the stand the Dallas Chapter was taking on the guidelines for the Short Course.  It would not within 6-8 weeks of the Convention, students get into TBPLS meeting for free, facts about our DFW students benefitting from having a Short Course in this area, etc.  Gerry Curtis motioned to table the above Short Course after lengthy discussion. Motion passed.

March 16-20, 2009 is Surveyor’s Week.

· Old Business

None

· Program

Our own Frank Shelton with the Tarrant County Transportation Department gave a very interesting and informative talk about the Tarrant County Research Dept.  He had several visuals with explanations.  He explained the Law of 1876 and told us how the roads got their number designations.

8:35 Meeting adjourned.

These and future minutes to be published on our website.  www.TSPS-2.org

February 16, 2009: Tommy’s Hamburgers, Fort Worth 

Member Meeting 6:30

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 P.M.  Minutes of the August, November 2008 and January 2009 chapter meetings were accepted as submitted via voice vote.

· Program Committee – Theron Sims

· Nothing to report

· Public Relations Committee – Stuart Smith

· Surveyor’s Week will be March 15-21, 2009.  Stuart Smith reported the committee was having displays at several local libraries.

· Membership Committee – Jamie Gillis

· Nothing to report

· Education Committee – John Nall

· Nothing to report

· Trig Star – Frank Shelton reported there were currently six schools signed up for the upcoming competition.  

· SkillsUSA – No report from Bill Coleman, who was in Salt Lake City.

· Governmental Affairs – Mickey Nowell 

· Mickey Nowell reported three bills were in the hopper for TSPS this year.  One is regarding a note on GIS products.  One is to allow TBPLS to remove frivolous complaints from a Surveyor’s record.  One is an increase in continuing education hours from 8 to 16.  The chapter members had a short discussion on the merits of this bill.

· NSPS – Gerry Curtis

· Gerry Curtis reported the NSPS Spring meeting will occur February 18-22, 2009 in Salt Lake City, Utah.  He will report next month.

· Plats – Jimmy Davies

· Nothing to report

· New Business

I, as President, appointed a new committee of Roger Hart, Chris Blevins, and John Nall to explore updates to the Chapter 2 webpage with Dionte Stewart from Precise Records in Arlington.  A request for a money donation by Davey Edwards, supporting the Stephen F. Austin mural at the G.L.O., was placed under advisement to the Executive Committee for a recommendation.  March 16-20, 2009 is Surveyor’s Week.

· Old Business

A request from Theron Sims to please RSVP for Chapter meetings.  No other old business was discussed.

· Program

There was no program due to many topics of discussion.

8:15 Meeting adjourned.

March 16, 2009: Angelo’s BBQ, Fort Worth 

Member Meeting 6:45

The meeting was called to order at 6:45 P.M.  The February 2009 Chapter meeting minutes were approved by the present members.

· Program Committee – Theron Sims

· Nothing to report

· Public Relations Committee – Stuart Smith

· Nothing to report

· Membership Committee – Jamie Gillis

· Jamie read the names of the new Chapter members and put forth a motion to accept.  The motion was seconded and approved by the present members.

· Education Committee – John Nall

· Nothing to report

· Trig Star – Frank Shelton reported there were eight schools signed up for the Trig Star Exam and is looking for help, especially in the Denton area.  

· SkillsUSA – Bill Coleman reported the Birdville ISD will be having 2 teams attend the State Contest in Corpus Christie on April 1-4.  Contact James Redmon for further info.  He also spoke about the new T.S.P.S. approved courses (per Shannon Carrozza) and about new survey related classes being held at Northlake D.F.W. Center.  The next C.S.T. Exam will be held on May 9-John Pierce proctor.

· Governmental Affairs – Mickey Nowell 

· Mickey Nowell reported the Certificate of Merit by practicing profession for civil cases – the intent is still unlclear.

· NSPS – Gerry Curtis

· Gerry reported the Houston Assoc. of Home Builders has a H.B. about subdivision lot corners after infrastructure, regardless if developer is in business or not (with or without pay).  Gerry also encouraged everyone to sign up to receive legislature notifications automatically by e-mail.

· ACSM-Gerry Curtis

· Gerry said the A.C.S.M. Conf. in Salt Lake City was attended by about 1100 people.  The exhibits were small, but well attended.

· TxA&MCC- Gerry Curtis

· Gerry let everyone know that the Masters Surveying Program had scholarships available.  Davey Edwards gave a testimonial about the success of the program.

Gerry Curtis, Robert Young and Bill Coleman encouraged everyone to check out an upcoming edition of the Texas Surveyor for a checklist/questionnaire for the upcoming business trip to Australia.

· GLIS/GITA – Robert Young

· Robert reported the future of GIS is heavy in Texas!  As officers he and Bill Coleman will be attending the GITA Conference in Tampa, Florida in April.

· Plats – Jimmy Davies

· Nothing to report

· New Business

Chris Freeman (Chpt. 5) announced Chapter 5 will pay for the book and a calculator for any employee of a TSPS business regardless of chapter affiliation to attend the survey-related classes at Northlake-DFW campus.

Davey Edwards mentioned the Symposium will host the award recognitions from the Cruise.

Bill Coleman brought to our attention the Resolution of National Surveyors week has been approved by Congress.

Jamie Gillis informed us that several Libraries in our area are hosting exhibits for Surveyor’s week.

· Old Business

There was Old Business discussed.

· Program
Mike Kszyminski, with GeoShack, was our speaker.  He gave an overview of a Robotic Total Station.  A robotic with a digital camera and live video feed.  This instrument works well in situations where it is dangerous or undesirable for a surveyor to be present.  Mike answered questions from the present members.

7:45 Meeting adjourned.

This concludes the First Quarterly Report for the Fort Worth Chapter of T.S.P.S.

Susan L. Stewart, Chapter 2, President.

May 20, 2009

