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Div No.: 1
Division Officer: Alan McClain
Committee:  Chapter Activities
Chairman Reporting:  Michael Hoover, President
Board Meeting Date:  June 12-13, 2009
Activities for the Gulf Coast Chapter:
February 6-7, 2009 – As President of Chapter 9, I attended the Chapter Presidents’ Forum and the Chapter President’s Lunch.  A free exchange of news and ideas was interesting and useful.
February 10, 2009– The Chapter Board meeting was held at the offices of Benchmark Engineering.  Agenda items included reports and discussion of local college information including the University of Houston (finalizing endowment language) and Lone Star College, discussion of speakers and topics for our March 10 Dinner Meeting, committee chair reports, state level ethics committee membership via email from David McDow, discussion and finalization our review of the City of Houston resurvey and street centerline project, minor discussion of QBS issues on both state and local levels, discussion of ongoing controversy of subdivision monumentation issues, and discussion and planning for upcoming events including Trig-star and Skills USA.
March 10, 2009 – A dinner meeting was held at the Saltgrass Steak House on Shepherd Drive in Houston.  The program included introduction of University of Houston TSPS-9 Scholarship recipients, introduction of representatives of the Professional Surveyors Educational Foundation, Inc. (PSEFI), introduction of representatives from the University of Houston College of Technology and Lone Star College – Montgomery.  We were pleased to present checks to PSEFI, the University of Houston College of Technology and Lone Star College – Montgomery in a total amount of $11,772, all for Scholarships and education, and representing our fund raising efforts for 2008.  Additionally, we heard from Mr. Doug Turner, RPLS member of the TBPLS and Mr. Alan McLain, President elect state level TSPS.  Both gentlemen spoke on current events affecting our membership.
March 26-28, 2009 – TSPS 9 thoroughly enjoyed our inaugural year in being the primary sponsor of the TSPS 9 student chapter of Frontier Fiesta, a UH tradition which is a student-run, student-led festival hosted by the University of Houston to promote scholarship, community, and education in the University of Houston students, staff, and faculty, as well as in the Houston community. Frontier Fiesta features free live concerts each night, variety shows by student organizations, carnival booths, multicultural performances, and a world class BBQ cook-off.  This event offers us an excellent opportunity to strengthen our ties with the University of Houston student chapter and also to provide our membership a fun environment to enjoy good food and drink and talk surveying.  We expect this to become an annual event.
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April 14, 2009 – The Chapter Board meeting was held at the offices of Benchmark Engineering.  Agenda items included reports and discussion of local college information including the University of Houston and Lone Star College, discussion of speakers and topics for our May 13 Dinner Meeting, committee chair reports, state level ethics committee membership via email from David McDow, minor discussion of QBS issues on both state and local levels, discussion of ongoing controversy of subdivision monumentation issues, and discussion and planning for upcoming events including Trig-star, Skills USA, Scout Fair and the annual Astros picnic, softball and golf tournaments.  We also tackled planning for the annual R. L. Sargent auction and raffle coming up in October.  Additional topics for discussion and planning included TSPS Awards, the upcoming Teacher’s Retreat at Lone Star College Montgomery and fall election process planning.
April 18, 2009 – We participated in the annual BSA Scout Fair at Reliant Arena.  We always look forward to this event as an outreach event to the youth of America.  Although it was a rainy Saturday, Terry Rowe reported good attendance from the Boy Scouts and an outstanding program prepared by our Chapter, including volunteers addressing the history, math, technology and potential earning capacity of our profession.
May 18, 2009 – The annual TSPS 9 Softball Tournament was held on this date at Houston Sportsplex.  Although the number of teams was down by about 30% due to the economy, we still had a great turnout and lots of fun.  Kyle Sunday did an outstanding job of organizing and managing this event this year.
May 13, 2009 – A dinner meeting was held at Lone Star College – Montgomery.  Recognition & Announcements including TSPS 9 Golf Tournament – Saturday June 20 – Longwood, the PSEFI Golf Tournament – Wednesday May 20 – Weston Lakes, the Astros Baseball/Picnic – Saturday May 23, 3:05PM, the American Surveyor Article April/May 2009, Softball Tournament/FrontierFiesta/Scout Fair wrap up, TSPS Standards Committee recruiting, upcoming publication of The Journal of the Gulf Coast Surveyor.  Also we presented updated information on current Legislative Issues including HB 2820 – QBS Issues, HB 4472 – Monumentation Issues, HB 3114 – Continuing Education, HB 1411 – Frivolous Complaints, and SB 1320 – GIS Disclaimer.  Mr. Matt Schultz of Mustang Engineering, Past President - TSPS 9 Student Chapter at the University of Houston made a few comments and passed out some nice awards, and finally, Mr. Roger W. McDonald, RPLS, Director: Land Surveying & Mapping of the Technology Program at Lone Star College – Montgomery spoke on the Lone Star College Program and the upcoming Teacher’s retreat.
May 23, 2009 – The annual TSPSP 9 Astros picnic will be held at Minute Maid Park for a game between the Astros and the Texas Rangers.  As usual, this event is a sell-out.
