TEXAS SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL SURVEYORS

OFFICIAL REPORT FORMAT

DIVISION:   MEMBER SERVICES   
DIV #:   4   
DIVISION OFFICER: Coleen Johnson
COMMITTEE: Geographic Info. Systems 3.11 CHAIR REPORTING: Jack L Avis

BOARD MEETING DATE: February 7, 2008
COMMITTEE ACTIVITY REPORT

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Jon Hodde


Gary Hudson






 
Lynn Savory


Richard Worthey








Maxey Sheppard

Paul Easley







Robert Young


Alex Orosco



Gary Jeffress


Brianne Bernsen
Committee Tasks:

· Continue development of GIS course curriculum for use by Education Committee.
· Continue to monitor the relationship between GIS and Surveying industries.
· Work in conjunction with the Governmental Affairs Committee to prepare proposed legislation to require a disclaimer on certain mapping products.
· Work with Membership Committee to develop a membership recruitment plan to obtain new Geospatial Members.

· Reaffirm GIS committee membership and discuss GIS committee goals and direction.   
GIS Committee Chair

Brianne Bernsen has stepped down as GIS Committee Chair and Jack Avis has assumed the duties as the new chair.  
GIS Disclaimer:

After some meaningful discussion within the GIS committee and others within TSPS a revised GIS Disclaimer was finalized (see below).  The revised disclaimer has been forwarded to the TSPS Governmental Affairs Committee and Mark Hanna (TSPS legal council) in late December.   

Disclaimer and Policy:

The following spatial data disclaimer shall be explicitly included or referenced in all geospatial data, mapping products, and services created or hosted by a governmental body, which appear to represent property boundaries and are not the direct result of an on-the-ground survey conducted under the supervision of a Registered Professional Land Surveyor:

"This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for, or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and only represents the approximate relative location of property boundaries. 

Furthermore, it is the official policy:

· that spatial data producers be allowed to extend the adopted disclaimer with additional language further defining the limits of their liability; 

· that a more robust disclaimer may be used in conjunction with any and all geospatial data published on the Internet, on a separate page preceding access to the data, with an accept/reject option for users; 

· that the disclaimer above may be used as a blanket disclaimer for documents containing a number of small maps. 

Texas Geographic Information Council (TGIC) Update:

Jack Avis will continue to representative TSPS at the TGIC quarterly meetings and monitor the  GIS activities and disscssions within this organization.  

TGIC was unable to assemble a working group in time to review the revised disclaimer in December of 2008.  However, the items of greatest concern with regard to the GIS disclaimer were addressed by the GIS Committee in the final version of the disclaimer above.  As legislative action on the GIS Disclaimer moves forward this year within TSPS our progress will be share with TGIC to enlisting their support on the final legislative bill.    

2008 Texas GIS Forum:

TSPS was proudly represented at the Texas GIS Forum on October 27-31, as described in The Texas Surveyor; November – December, 2008.  The event proved to be an excellent venue for geospatial professionals who like to network with Texas agencies that manage, procure, and support geospatial activities throughout the state.  Jack Avis, Chris Freeman, and Robert Young manned the booth on behalf of TSPS distributing membership materials and introducing TSPS to attendees.  
GIS Course Development:

Jack Avis and Alex Orosco, will be working on developing the course goal, objectives, and course frame for a Hands on GIS Course that reuses some of the GIS design principals from the existing Implementing GIS in a Surveying Environment course.  It will cover data access via the Web, GIS project set up, data conversion, integration of surveys, and data extraction for field and office use.    Our course progress will be shared with the education committee, Fred Crawford as we move forward.
Geospatial Membership Recruitment:

The current number of Geospatial Members is Ten.
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Jack L. Avis, Chair
