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CHAPTER MEETINGS & PROGRAMS
January Chapter Meeting held 1/13

 55 attendees at the Cantina Laredo Restaurant in Dallas to welcome TSPS President Michael Parker and TSPS Governmental Affairs Committee Chairman Pat Smith.  President Parker shared his vision for the upcoming year, while Pat Smith alerted attendees to potential legislative issues that may need to be addressed during the upcoming Session in Austin.
Special Recognition for newly obtained RPLS licenses and SIT certificates.  

Recognition Award presented to Robert Schneeberg, Past President of Chapter 5.

SurPac donation of $129 will be forwarded to Anne Glasgow.
Chapter Executive Committee met prior to the meeting. 
November Chapter Meeting held 11/18 

 75 attendees at the Cantina Laredo Restaurant in Dallas, as the new Chapter leadership took command of the Chapter 5 ship.  Recognition awards were given to several individuals and firms who were instrumental in the success of the Chapter during the past year.
Special Guests were TSPS SurPac Committee Chairman Bob Seipel, who presented a check to State Senator John Carona on behalf of TSPS.  Mr. Carona, Chairman of the State Transportation Committee, spoke on a variety of issues, concentrating on budget concerns and transportation issues, including TxDOT.

SurPac donations collected totaled $340, and were provided to Bob Seipel. 

September Chapter Meeting held 9/9  JOINT MEETING with Chapter 2
      ---Chapter Election results were certified and announced: 

                                                       President, Bob Cummings, RPLS

                                                       1st VP, Wayne Terry, RPLS, LSLS

                                                       2nd VP, Raul Wong, PE, RPLS

                                                       Secretary/Treasurer, John Pierce, RPLS

                                                       1 Year Director, Tim Jackson, RPLS

                                                       1 Year Director, Jason Jernigan, RPLS

                                                       2 Year Director, Scott Posey, RPLS

                                                       2 Year Director, Richard Ortiz

                                                       Past President, Robert Schneeberg, PE, RPLS

                                                       Chapter Rep, Chris Freeman, RPLS

Approximately 85 attendees for the Annual Joint Meeting with our friends at Chapter 2.  There was ample time to solialize, then grab some food and enjoy dinner at the Hard Eight BBQ in Coppell.  

Special recognition of Garey Gilley for his generous donation to each Chapter from his successful seminar presented in April.

Special Guest for the evening was incoming TSPS President Michael Parker, who travelled up from Lufkin to install the new Officers for each Chapter, and to give a preview to attendees to his upcoming tenure as President of our Society. 

Future 2009 Meeting Schedule and Program Speaker & Special Events

   ---January 13: TSPS President Michael Parker and Govt. Affairs Chrmn. Pat Smith
   ---February 10: Duncanville H.S. SkillsUSA Faculty Advisor Barton Burnett
   ---March 10: Nedra Foster, Chair of TBPLS 
   ---April 14: Scott Stockburger, “Surveying & SUE”
   ---April 25: Annual Chapter Golf Tournament

   ---May 12: Jack Avis, “GIS as a Business Tool”
   ---June 9: Glenn Breysacher & Wayne Terry, “Vacancy in Garland?”

   ---July 14: Rob Hathaway, DeLorme GIS, “Geocaching for Fun”

   ---August 11: Garland Police Chief Mitch Bates, “Forensic Surveying”

   ---September ?: Joint Meeting with Chapter 2, Install New Officers
   ---October 23-24: Annual Convention in Austin

   ---November 10: To Be Determined

PUBLIC RELATIONS
--- Chapter 5 has been approached to provide a Boy Scout Survey Merit Badge program to a local Troop.  Tentatively scheduled for late February.
--- Chapter 5 arranged to provide a month long survey display in the lobby of the Garland Nicholson Library in downtown Garland in October.  This was the second display in Garland libraries this year, and third survey related program offered by the Chapter at Garland libraries.  They have proven to be popular with patrons and library staff, and expansion of this opportunity to other area libraries will be undertaken.
---Chapter 5 donated several pieces of survey equipment to the Duncanville High School Skills/USA survey program.  The donation was a cooperative effort between Chapter 5, ARS Engineers, Midwest Surveyors, Halff Associates, and Winkelmann & Associates.  A complete package of a used Total Station, tripod, prism pole and prism was presented to Barton Burnett, Faculty Advisor of the SkillsUSA Survey Program at Duncanville High School, as well as used data collectors and magnetic locator.  
---Chapter 5 donated a used Total Station to the Birdville High School Construction Technology program at the Chapter 2 November meeting.  Chapter 5 was happy to team with Chapter 2 to further the Survey Program at Birdville High School. 

EDUCATION
---Chapter 5 continues its support and promotion of the local RPLS and SIT study groups led by member Jason Jernigan.  The most recent round met on numerous Saturday mornings during August and September to prepare RPLS and SIT candidates for the October exams with an average attendance of 8-12 students.  The group will reconvene in late February to prepare for the April examination.  As always, information about the groups can be found on the following two Yahoo groups:  
 SIT Study Group:  http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/land_surv/  
 RPLS Study Group: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rpls_study_group/.
---Several college credit survey courses are being offered for the Spring 2009 semester at North Lake College of the Dallas County Community College District.  Instructors for the courses include Chapter 5 members Colin Henry, John Pierce, Nijaz Karacic, and Chris Freeman, as well as Chapter 2 member Bill Coleman. 

---John Pierce and Chris Freeman proctored CST Level I and Level II exams to 17 examinees on December 10. 
---Chapter 5 ExCom approved the idea of the Chapter providing the textbook and a calculator to students enrolled in the North Lake College survey courses who are employed by members of either TSPS Chapter 2 or Chapter 5.  Additionally, scholarship applications for the courses will be available to Chapter members.
---John Pierce has been offering Certified Survey Technician exam preparation sessions prior to the monthly Chapter dinner meetings.  Attendance has varied from between 5-12 attendees.
