TSPS Chapter No. 2 (Fort Worth Chapter) Fourth Quarterly Report 2008

October, 2008: THE CRUISE!


I personally was unable to attend but did send a message to Chapter 2 members who may have had the opportunity to go or those who didn’t:

Hello to all!

Those of us that missed the Convention Cruise this week have missed out on an opportunity to gather news and updates.  I hope the cruise went well for those of you that were able to attend!

Within our Chapter 2 we have new committee leaders I'd like to recognize and thank for their participation:

Program Committee - Thereon Sims

Public Relations Committee - Stuart Smith

Membership Committee - Jamie Gillis

Education Committee - John Nall

 1. TrigStar - Frank Shelton

 2. SkillsUSA - Bill Coleman

I have asked that the out-going committee leader prepare an outline or job description of his past responsibilities and/or goals in order to help guide the incoming person and possibly suggest some ideas or direction.

In SkillsUSA, Chapter 2 and Chapter 5 have worked hard to promote the education of surveying to the younger generation in our area schools.  Dedicated surveyors, Bill Coleman and Chris Freeman, have taken their personal time to 'hands on' meet with those young people.  We, as a Chapter and as individuals of the Surveying profession, should all spend a little of our time to help support and grow that education opportunity. 

Chris Freeman, Chapter 5, has notified me a couple times that their chapter will be donating total stations, tripods and data collectors to the school surveying programs in the DFW area.  We haven't had a meeting together yet to announce this but time is flying and emails work!  He asked that Chapter 2 match their donation with the donation of prism poles, prisms and tripods for SkillsUSA survey equipment.  Please contact Bill Coleman if you can donate.  wcoleman@colemansurveying.com

As of now, Bill Coleman has had correspondence with Mike Benton of the Birdville ISD and Gene Schramme with the Mansfield ISD, opening their doors to the SkillsUSA program.  

Bill Coleman and Gene Scramme have set up a meet this coming Wednesday, November 5, to speak to the students and introduce surveying to the curriculum and list of competitions for SkillsUSA program.  We need a couple of surveyors to volunteer their time to one of the school districts - starting November 5th would be great!!  Please contact Bill Coleman to help get this program off to an exciting start!!  wcoleman@colemansurveying.com

Of added interest!  Bill Coleman wrote me on his return of the cruise convention today:

"In other news, Davey is now at the head table.  Chapter 2 needs to get another director or two on the board to support him over the next five years.  Chris Freeman was named Chapter President of the Year and they received Star Chapter Award.  Let's keep our chapter on track to follow their outstanding lead.  We all benefit in the long run."

Good words!!!   Thanks, Bill!

Welcome home to all of you that got to enjoy the convention!  We'll be all ears to the recaps!!

Have a good week, everybody!

-Susan L. Stewart

November 17, 2008: Shady Oaks BBQ, Fort Worth, Texas
Now that we’re all land-locked, again, we found some common ground to be at with a record attendance at the monthly meeting.  President, Susan Stewart, presided.

· Program Committee – Theron Sims

· Nothing to report

· Public Relations Committee – Stuart Smith

· Nothing to report

· Membership Committee – Jamie Gillis

· Nothing to report/no new members

· Education Committee – John Nall

· Nothing to report

· Trig Star – Frank Shelton spoke of the Azle High School students.  We need more participation.

· Skills USA – Bill Coleman introduced ex-Chapter 5 President Chris Freeman, Gene Schramme, Mansfield ISD and Mike Benton, Birdville ISD.

· Mike Davis volunteered as Birdville Skills USA aid.  He spoke of 

· Mike Evans is going to help the Mansfield Skills USA district.

· Governmental Affairs – Mickey Nowell

· Announced the 2nd Vice Presidency of TSPS was awarded to Davey Edwards, our past president.!

· Mark Hannah and Pat Smith are working with the comptroller on sales tax definitions/standards.

· We are also trying to increase the annual CEU requirement from 8 to 16 CEU’s.  

Other Reports:


NSPS – Gerry Curtis



Nothing to report.


Plats – Jimmie Davies



Nothing to report


SURPAC – Davey Edwards responded with nothing to report


Chris Freeman presented Mike Benton, Skills USA with a certificate of recognition and survey equipment that was donated by Chapter 5 for the use of the Birdville Skills USA participants.  

Our speaker for the evening was Ms. D’Anne Conn of Tarrant County IT Department.  She introduced us to the availability of and process of scanning Tarrant County Deed and Abstract cards for the internet use.  
Around 45 to 50 members (34) and visitors attended the November, 2008 meeting.

The following morning it was brought to my attention that our Chapter has donated $500.00 at Christmas the past several years to the local Goodfellows association.  Per internet communication we were able to make the motion (Theron Sims), second it (John Nall) and vote (ayes: Theron Sims, John Nall, Chris Blevins, Jimmy Davies, Jamie Gillis, Davey Edwards, Susan Stewart; nayes: 0) to carry that generosity again this year.

December, 2008

By tradition, there was no monthly meeting held in December.  The following email went out to the Chapter 2 members to keep them informed:

!!HAPPY HOLIDAYS EVERYONE!!

 
Thank you to all of you who attended the meeting at Shady Oak's BBQ in November!  What a great group of people!  

And our visiters!  We were visited by guest speaker D'Anne Conn with the Tarrant County IT Department.  She introduced us to the availablity of Abstract and Deed cards on the internet now!

Also, we were honored with the presence of Chris Freeman, TSPSChapter 5, as he presented to Mr. Mike Benton, SkillsUSA and the Birdville ISD, equipment for the educational use in the Survey program kicking off!  Gene Schramme, SkillsUSA and the Mansfield ISD was also present and recognized.  Bill Coleman introduced these gentlemen to our Chapter Monday night and updated us on the local level of participation and need of participation in the SkillsUSA program.  You can contact Bill at wcoleman@colemansurveying.com if you have questions, time and or equipment that you would like to donate to this great cause!

 
With word of Mr. Walt Robillard visiting Garey Gilley in the Fort Worth area this month, we excitedly planned a December meeting for his presence.  However, Davey found out last week that Mr. Robillard's visit here had apparently been rescheduled.  He has already come to town and GONE!  So, change of plans.  The month of December has not been one for a scheduled TSPS meeting month, so we will have our next meeting in January, 2009.  Emails of details will be sent as soon as available.  

 
Chris Freeman sent this to me this week. I'm passing it on in hopes you can use it or share with someone.  You can contact Chris at CFreeman@bhinc.com if you have any questions.  
Thanks for sending this, Chris!

 
North Lake College Survey Classes…New Offerings for Spring 2009

Listed below are the courses to be offered at the West Campus (DFW ED Center) in the Spring Semester 2009.  Please encourage your paraprofessional staff to consider one of these college credit courses, which qualify for the TBPLS requirement of 32 survey related college credit hours.  Chapter 5 is again offering to pay for the textbook and calculator for any student working for a TSPS member of either Chapter 5 or Chapter 2 for courses SRVY 1301 and SRVY 1309 (application required).  Contact John Pierce (214-631-7888) for details.

SRVY 1301 Introduction to Surveying (2 hr. lecture, 3 hr. lab, 3 credit hours)

An overview of the surveying profession. The history of surveying and its impact on the world. Review of the mathematics used in surveying. Introduction to basic surveying equipment with emphasis on measurements. Instruction on surveying procedures and the limitation of errors. Calculation to determine precision and error of closure. Prerequisite: SRVY 1315 or must be taken at same time.

SRVY 1309 Surveying Measurements (2 hr. lecture, 3 hr. lab, 3 credit hours)

An introductory course covering the equipment and hardware of the profession necessary to measure horizontal and vertical distances, in accordance with prevailing and applicable professional standards, e.g. standards of the National Geodetic Survey, state and local statues and regulations, professional standards, such as the Texas Society of Professional Surveyors.  Prerequisite: SRVY 1301 and SRVY 1315

SRVY 1315 Surveying Calculations (3 hr. lecture, 3 credit hours)

An induction to the mathematics used in surveying and mapping, including algebra, plane trigonometry and plane, solid, and analytical geometry. Prerequisite: None

SRVY 1335 Land Surveying Applications (2 hr. lecture, 3 hr. lab, 3 credit hours)

A lab course covering the equipment, techniques and hardware of the profession necessary to measure horizontal and vertical angles and distances used in traversing, according to prevailing and applicable standards. Prerequisite: SRVY 1309

SRVY 2305 Geographic Information Systems Applications (2 hr. lecture, 4 hr. lab, 3 credit hours)

A hands-on course with computer applications providing additional conceptual understanding of geographic information systems and practical applications using a variety of Geographic Information System software. Prerequisite: SRVY 1301 and SRVY 1315

SRVY 2331 Geodetic Surveying and Mapping (2 hr. lecture, 3 hr. lab, 3 credit hours)

A study of field astronomy, Polaris and solar observations, State Plane Coordinate Systems, and Global Positioning System. Prerequisite: SRVY 1301 and SRVY 1315
 

 

I hope everyone and theirs have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy Holiday Season!!
 
-Susan L. Stewart, R.P.L.S.

TSPS Director and Chapter 2 member, Robert Young, sent this email to me on the 3rd of December in response to Bill Coleman and Chris Freeman’s request for donations for our local Skills USA programs.  

 Thanks for the email and I wanted to let you know that I ordered NEW prism pole, prism, and bipod, and based on this email, I will be sending it to Bill Coleman when it arrives in the Fort Worth office.

 

Sorry I have issues with being on the road a lot, but when I am in town, you can bet I will be at the TSPS meeting.

 

GREAT JOB SUE !

 

Robert

Thank you, Robert!  Bill and I wrote him in appreciation of his consideration and action.

This concludes the fourth quarterly report for the Fort Worth chapter of TSPS.  

Susan L. Stewart, Chapter President

January 15, 2008

